
Hurricanes and Tornadoes

Hurricanes, also known as cyclones and typhoons, are giant tropical storms that produce heavy rain and very strong 

______________________________.  They form over  ______________________________ ocean waters, near to the equator.  A hurricane spins around a circular 

centre called the ______________________________.  Inside the eye it is  ______________________________ with no clouds.  In the eye wall however, winds can 

reach up to 320kmph and the rain is very heavy.

Most hurricanes happen out at  ______________________________.  If they do reach land, high winds can drive the  ______________________________ towards 

the shore causing flooding.  Roof tops and trees can be ripped up and thrown around.  Hurricanes can be very ______________________________    .

Tornadoes, also known as ______________________________ are violent rotating columns of air that reach from the ______________________________ cloud to 

the earth’s surface.  Tornadoes can come in different shapes and sizes, from wide funnel-shaped clouds to thin rope-like swirls. Most 

last less than ten  ______________________________ and travel for only five to ten kilometres, but ______________________________ can reach up to 480kmph 

and they can be just as dangerous and  ______________________________ as a hurricane.

If a tornado happens over ______________________________ a waterspout can occur.  Sometimes tornadoes can be  ______________________________, until 

they pick up ______________________________ and debris.  During a tornado, the safest place to be is in the ______________________________ or other 

underground areas.
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Hurricanes and Tornadoes

Hurricanes, also known as cyclones and typhoons, are giant tropical storms that produce heavy rain and very strong winds.  They 

form over warm ocean waters, near to the equator.  A hurricane spins around a circular centre called the eye.  Inside the eye it is 

calm with no clouds.  In the eye wall however, winds can reach up to 320kmph and the rain is very heavy.

Most hurricanes happen out at sea.  If they do reach land, high winds can drive the sea towards the shore causing flooding.  Roof 

tops and trees can be ripped up and thrown around.  Hurricanes can be very dangerous.

Tornadoes, also known as twisters, are violent rotating columns of air that reach from the storm cloud to the earth’s surface.  

Tornadoes can come in different shapes and sizes, from wide funnel-shaped clouds to thin rope-like swirls.  Most last less than ten 

minutes and travel for only five to ten kilometres, but winds can reach up to 480kmph and they can be just as dangerous and 

destructive as a hurricane.

If a tornado happens over water a waterspout can occur.  Sometimes tornadoes can be invisible, until they pick up dust and debris.  

During a tornado, the safest place to be is in the basement or other underground areas.
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